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COMPLEX ATTENTION AND HYPERACTIVITY DISORDERS SERVICE — JOONDALUP 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.25 pm]: This morning I had the pleasure of 
attending the launch of the Complex Attention and Hyperactivity Disorders Service in Joondalup. The member 
for Joondalup, the member for Wanneroo, the member for Bassendean and Hon Michael Mischin, member for 
the North Metropolitan Region, also attended. The Complex Attention and Hyperactivity Disorders Service is a 
specialist consultation and management service for children presenting with attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder or the related Asperger’s spectrum of disorders and their families. It recognises the multidisciplinary 
management of this condition by psychiatrists, paediatricians, social workers, school psychologists and research 
officers. 

As many members will know, attention and hyperactivity disorders are caused by developmental problems that 
can result in children having poor concentration and problematic impulse control. These issues can affect 
children’s learning and social skills and can have a significant impact on family life. With treatment, 
management, understanding and care, however, children with ADHD can live a normal life. It may include the 
appropriate use of medication, but not in all cases. The service will provide assessment of and support and 
treatment for children and families in partnership with the referring service provider. The service will provide 
specialist advice, support and training to health professionals, as well as undertaking research, consultation 
liaison and training for public and private metropolitan multidisciplinary clinicians. It is very pleasing that the 
Department of Education will place one psychologist at this clinic and one psychologist at the soon-to-be-
announced clinic in Murdoch. 

This unique service will liaise with clinicians. As a member with a country perspective, it is very pleasing that 
the service will also liaise with the WA Country Health Service via the use of videoconferencing. The service 
will collaborate with the education sector to improve learning outcomes by developing home and classroom 
strategies. 

I thank everyone involved, particularly Professor Lou Landau, who was the chairman of the ministerial 
implementation committee. Indeed, I recognise and thank the member for Bassendean for his long involvement 
with, and representation on, that implementation committee and for his interest in children with ADHD. I look 
forward to this service being up and running and look forward to a second service opening at Murdoch 
University next year. 
 


